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something about fallacies. If we all had to put our
statements into syllogistic form, many would be
altered and some never made: we should be con-
fronted with our own absurdities; and that is more
salutary than detecting the errors of others.
Akin to this discipline is the habit of defining
words. Every human being uses words; how often
we use diem without knowing what they mean! Ask
the next person, who speaks of democracy, liberty,
religion, education, what exactly he means by the
words; in most cases you will be received by silence,
by confusion, by evasion, but not by an answer. Yet
these words move us violently. They inspire policies,
divide nations, create revolutions, and wreck states;
and all the while they are little but inarticulate
exclamations. They are a dose of adrenalin injected
at random into the mind and instantaneously raising
the blood pressure. If you want to defeat a proposal,
and are not scrupulous about means, label it with a
word which automatically arouses the hostility of your
hearers. Call a measure Fascist or Nazi to an audience
of Liberals, Bolshevik or Communist to a meeting of
Conservatives, capitalistic if you are speaking to a
Labour group. Ten to one they will not stop to con-
sider the measure on its merits; the words go to their
heads and damn it as no rational argument could do.
Is it not then elementary common sense that every
human being should acquire the habit of knowing
exactly what words mean? But you will say, "Do you
wish to dry up the streams of eloquence and to abolish
political manifestoes?" I am not sure about the honest